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Confined Space Decision Flow Chart 
This flow chart is a tool to help determine access requirements for confined spaces.  Employees who enter these locations must 

also be trained on how to evaluate confined spaces and the proper procedures for safe entry and exit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES 
1. Confined Space – A confined space has all three of the following characteristics:  

 Large enough for an employee to enter fully and perform assigned work; 

 Not designed for continuous occupancy; and 

 Has limited or restricted means of entry or exit. 

2. Permit-Required Confined Space – A permit-required confined space is a confined space meeting the requirements above and has at least 

one of the following characteristics: 

 Contains or has the potential to contain a hazardous atmosphere; 

 Contains a material with the potential to engulf someone who enters the space; 

 Has an internal configuration that might cause an entrant to be trapped or asphyxiated by inwardly converging walls or by a floor 

that slopes downward and tapers to a smaller cross section; and/or 

 Contains any other recognized serious safety or health hazard. 

3. Permit-Required Confined Space Entry – Entry occurs when any part of the body of an entrant breaks the plane of the opening of a 

Permit-Required Confined Space. 

Use other appropriate 

safe work practices.   

Use other appropriate 

safe work practices.   

Perform tasks from outside the PRCS while 

ensuring no body part breaks the plane of 

the opening.   

PRCS may be reclassified using form.    

https://ehs.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files

/confined-space-declassification.pdf  

PRCS may be entered using Alternate Entry 

Procedures and form. 

https://ehs.yale.edu/sites/default/files/file

s/confined-space-alternate-entry.pdf  

Does the space meet ALL THREE criteria for a Confined Space (See Note 1)? 

Does the space meet ANY of the characteristics of a Permit-

Required Confined Space (PRCS) (See Note 2)?  

Will the PRCS be entered (See Note 3)? 

Can ALL of the PRCS characteristics be eliminated? 

Does the space meet BOTH of the following 

criteria? 

1. The only hazard and/or potential 

hazard is atmospheric, AND 

2. The atmospheric hazard can be safely 

controlled by forced air ventilation. 

Contact Yale EHS for entry procedures. 

(Physical Safety at 203-785-3550 or 

ehs@yale.edu) 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

STEP 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

https://ehs.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/confined-space-declassification.pdf
https://ehs.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/confined-space-declassification.pdf
https://ehs.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/confined-space-alternate-entry.pdf
https://ehs.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/confined-space-alternate-entry.pdf
mailto:ehs@yale.edu

